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3n Of: Edgren et al 




Serial No. 
09/373,352 

Title: Dosage Form Comprising Self-Destructive Membrane 



Filing Date 
08/12/99 



Examiner 
Choi, F 



Group Art Unit 
1616 



TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AMD TRADEMARKS- 



Transmitted herewith is: 

Reply .0 toW.,™ Require™, (re!ponse , 0 „,« omee ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 



in the above identified application. 



□ 
□ 



No additional fee is required. 
A check in the amount of is attached * 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No 01-1173 
as descnbed below. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

□ Charge the amount of 
Credit any overpayment. 

S Charge any additional fee required. 




Dated: 2- 1 ^ 



John A. Dhuey 
Registration No. 26,265 
ALZA Corporation 
P.O. Box 7210 

Mountain View, CA 94039-7210 



cc: 



Copyright 1995 Legalsofl 



I certify that this document and fee is being deposited 
° n <J>-23 -OO with the U.S. Postal Service as 
first class mail under 37 C.F.R. 1.8 and is addressed to the 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, 

D.C. 20231 . 




Signature of Person Mailing Corresponden 
Lindy Barclay 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Mailing Correspondence 

P16B/REVD1 
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r^??^ that this co^Pondence is being- deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail under 
> 7ftao£**££ > By ^jp^ an ^^'^ e y ^/^ Sed t0: Assiistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on this date: ^ 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant(s): Edgren, D. et al 

Serial No.: 09/373,352 

Filed: August 12, 1999 

For: Dosage Form Comprising 

Self-Destructive Membrane 



Group Art Unit: 1616 

Examiner: Choi, F. 

Reply to Restriction Requirement 



Honorable Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



REPLY TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



4& 



This reply is filed in response to the restriction requirement made in the Office Action 
mailed April 24, 2000. Applicants provisionally elect, with traverse, the subject matter of 
Group I, encompassed by claims 2-9. 

MPEP 806.05(a) describes combinations and subcombinations as follow: "[a] 
combination is an organization of which a subcombination is a part." It is submitted that at 
least claim 1 and claims 2-9 are directed to the same combination and are not related as 
combination and subcombination. Claim 1 includes four elements: semipermeable 
membrane, plasticizer, peptide and surfactant. Claim 2 includes the same four elements: a 
member selected from the group consisting of cellulose acylate, cellulose diacylate, and a 
cellulose triacylate polymer (i.e., a semipermeable membrane), a plasticizer, a peptide and a 
surfactant. Claim 2 is a more limited recitation of the elements of claiml, but it is the same 
organization. Accordingly, claim 1 and claim 2, and the claims dependent thereon, are not 
related as combination and subcombination. The statement that the subcombination of 
claims 2-9 have utility as a tablet coating apply to claim 1 as well, and therefor a separate 
utility has not been demonstrated. 

The foregoing analysis applies equally to claim 10 and claims 11-17. Claim 10 
includes three elements: a lipophilic-attracting polymer, a flux enhancer, and a surfactant. 
Claim 1 1 includes the same three elements: a lipophilic-attracting poly(ethylcellulose) 
polymer, a flux enhancer hydroxyalkylcellulose, and a surfactant, each described with 
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greater particularity than in claim 10. Accordingly, claim 10 and claim 1 1, and the claims 
dependent thereon, are directed to the same organization, and are not related as 
combination and subcombination. Each of those organizations has utility as a tablet coating, 
and as such their utilities are not separate. 

Finally, while the patentability of the subject matter of claims 18-20 may or may not 
require all of the particulars of the subject matter described with respect to claims 1-9 and 
10-17, each of claims 18-20 recites all of the elements of the combined subject matter 
discussed above. Furthermore, it has not been demonstrated with particularity that the 
individual groups would be the subject of separate classifications, status or fields of search. 
It is considered that there would not be an undue burden to search the subject matter of the 
present application as claimed, and the public will not be served by the issuance of two or 
more patents on such closely related subject matter. 

In view of the foregoing, reconsideration and withdrawal of the restriction requirement 
respectfully is solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 





'Ja/hn A. Dhuey 
✓Registration No. 26,265 
Attorney for the Applicants 



ALZA Corporation 

1900 Charleston Road Bldg. M10-3 

Mountain View, CA 94043-7210 

650-564-5699 



